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Hon John Hill MP
Minister for Health and Ageing
Level 9 CitiCentre Building
11 Hindmarsh Square
Adelaide SA 5000

Dear Minister
As Presiding Member of the South Australian Public Health Council (SAPHC) appointed
under the South Australian Public Health Act 2011, I have pleasure in presenting you with
SAPHC Annual Report 2011-12.
SAPHC was formed on the commencement of the Act on 23 February 2012 and held its
inaugural meeting on 30 April 2012.
Under section 35 of the Act the SAPHC is required to provide to the Minister a report on its
activities for the financial year. Consistent with its prescribed conduct of business and
functions of SAPHC the attached report summarises key issues, activities and initiatives of
SAPHC for the 2011-12 reporting period.
If you require further details on any matters raised in this report, please contact me on
telephone 8226 6403 or via email stephen.christley@health.sa.gov.au.

Yours sincerely

Dr Stephen Christley
Presiding Member
South Australian Public Health Council

31/10/2012
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Establishment of SAPHC
Commencement of the South Australian Public Health Council
The SAPHC is the successor body to the Public and Environmental Health Council
established under the Public and Environmental Health Act 1987 which is replaced by the
South Australian Public Health Act 2011.
The South Australian Public Health Act 2011 was passed by the South Australian Parliament
on 16 June 2011.
The Act was proclaimed by His Excellency the Governor in Executive Council on 23
February 2012 with the commencement of Parts 1-5 and 8 including the definitions, objects
and principles; administration and appointment of the Chief Public Health Officer (CPHO)
and the South Australian Public Health Council (SAPHC); the provisions for the preparation
of the inaugural State Public Health Plan; and for developing State Public Health Policies
and Codes of Practice for the prevention of non-communicable diseases.

Functions
The functions of the Council are set out in Division 3, section 31 of the Act and include:
(a) to assist and advise the Chief Public Health Officer in relation to:
(i)

the protection and promotion of public health; and

(ii) the development and maintenance of a system or strategic planning for public
health at the local, regional and State-wide levels; and
(iii) the development of health plans under this Act; and
(iv) strategies to ensure that a sufficiently trained and skilled workforce is in place
for the purposes of this Act; and
(v) programs to promote public health research in the State; and
(vi) the preparation of the biennial report under Division 2; and
(vii) the settings of standards and qualifications for authorised officers; and
(b) any other functions assigned to the South Australian Public Health Council by this
or any other Act or by the Minister or the Chief Public Health Officer.
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Division 3, section 26 and 27 of the Act provides for the establishment of the Council as
follows:
(1) SAPHC consists of(a) the Chief Public Health Officer ex officio (who will be the presiding member);
and
(b) 9 other members appointed by the Governor on the nomination of the
Minister, of whom(i)

2 must have experience in local government selected by the Minister
from a panel of 5 nominated by the LGA; and

(ii)

1 must have qualifications in public health and experience in the
administration of public health at the local government level selected
by the Minister from a panel of 5 nominated by Environmental Health
Australia (South Australia) Incorporated; and

(iii)

2 must be persons nominated by the Minister who have qualifications
in public health; and

(iv)

1 must have experience in the administration of environment
protection laws or strategies or in environmental management,
selected by the Minister from a panel of 5 nominated by the Presiding
Member of the Board of the Environment Protection Authority; and

(v)

1 must be a person nominated by the Minister who has experience in
the field of health promotion; and

(vi)

1 must be a person nominated by the Minister who has experience in
the prevention and control of communicable diseases; and

(vii)

1 must be a person nominated by the Minister who has experience in
non-government community sector activities relevant to public health.

(3) The Governor may appoint a suitable person to be the deputy of a member of
South Australian Public Health Council and the deputy may, in the absence of that
member, act as a member of South Australian Public Health Council.
(4) The provisions of this section relating to the qualification and nomination of a
member extend to a deputy of that member.
Pursuant to Division 3, section 28 of the Act, a member of the Council will hold office of
conditions determined by the Governor for a term not exceeding three years, specified in the
instrument of appointment and will, at the expiration of a term of office be eligible for
reappointment.
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Conduct of business
Section 32
(1)

The presiding member of SAPHC will, if present at a meeting of SAPHC, preside at
the meeting and, in the absence of that member, the members present may elect
1 of their number to preside.

(2)

6 members constitute a quorum of SAPHC.

(3)

A decision carried by a majority of the votes cast by the members of SAPHC present
at a meeting of SAPHC is a decision of SAPHC.

(4)

Each member present at a meeting of SAPHC is entitled to 1 vote on a question
arising for decision at the meeting and, in the event of an equality of votes, the
person presiding is entitled to a second, or casting, vote.

(5)

A conference by telephone or other electronic means between the members of
SAPHC will, for the purposes of this Act, be taken to be a meeting of SAPHC at
which the participating members are present if—

(6)

(a)

notice of the conference is given to all members in the manner determined
by the members of SAPHC for that purpose; and

(b)

each participating member is capable of communicating with every other
participating member during the conference.

Subject to this Act, the business of SAPHC may be conducted in such way as it
determines.

Committees and subcommittees
Section 33
(1)

SAPHC may establish committees or subcommittees as SAPHC thinks fit to advise
SAPHC on any aspect of its functions, or to assist SAPHC in the performance of its
functions.

(2)

A committee or subcommittee established under subsection (1) may, but need not,
consist of, or include, members of SAPHC.

(3)

The procedures to be observed in relation to the conduct of a business of a
committee or subcommittee will be—
(a)

as determined by SAPHC; or

(b)

insofar as a procedure is not determined by SAPHC—as determined by the
relevant committee or subcommittee.
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Delegation by SAPHC
Section 34
(1)

(2)

SAPHC may delegate a function or power conferred on SAPHC under this or any
other Act—
(a)

to a specified person or body; or

(b)

to a person occupying or acting in a specified office or position.

A delegation—
(a)

may be made subject to conditions or limitations specified in the instrument
of delegation; and

(b)

if the instrument of delegation so provides, may be further delegated by the
delegate; and

(c)

is revocable at will and does not prevent the delegator from acting
personally in a matter.

Appointment of members
The Minister, by notice in writing, requested the Local Government Association,
Environmental Health Australia and the Environment Protection Authority to make
nominations from appropriately qualified persons for membership to the SAPHC.
Expressions of interest for the remaining members were called by public notice in ‘The
Advertiser’ and on SA Health’s website www.sahealth.sa.gov.au.
His Excellency the Governor in Executive Council appointed the Chief Public Health Officer
and nine members and nine deputy members who were proclaimed in the Government
Gazette on 23 February 2012.
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SAPHC membership

Member

SA Public Health Act 2011
Section

Deputy Member

Term Expires

Dr Stephen Christley
(Presiding Member)

20
Chief Public Health Officer

Dr Kevin Buckett

22 February 2017

Mr Declan Moore

27(1)(b)(i)
Local Government Association nominee

Cr Susan Lonie

22 February 2015

Dr Michael
Henningsen

27(1)(b)(i)
Local Government Association nominee

Cr Jillian Whittaker

22 August 2013

Ms Susan Bennett

27(1)(b)(ii)
Environmental Health Australia (South
Australia) Incorporated nominee

Mrs Rebekah
Schubert

22 August 2013

Dr Christopher
Reynolds

27(1)(b)(iii)
Public Health Qualifications nominated
by the Minister

Dr Katina D'Onise

22 February 2015

Professor Robyn
McDermott

27(1)(b)(iii)
Public Health Qualifications nominated
by the Minister

Dr Lester Wright

22 February 2015

Ms Susan
Churchman

27(1)(b)(iv)
Environment Protection Authority
nominee

Mr Peter Dolan

22 August 2013

Ms Terri Lamoree

27(1)(b)(v)
Experience in health promotion

Ms Christine Morris

22 February 2015

Dr Ann Koehler

27(1)(b)(vi)
Experience in the prevention and control
of communicable diseases

Dr Douglas Shaw

22 August 2013

Dr Amanda
Rischbieth

27(1)(b)(vii)
Experience in non-government
community sector activities relevant to
public health

Ms Wendy Keech

22 February 2015
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Presiding Member

Dr Stephen Christley

Dr Kevin Buckett (deputy)

Stephen is Chief Public Health Officer and
Executive Director of Public Health and
Clinical Systems in the South Australian
Department for Health and Ageing. He
oversees Public Health, Emergency
Management, Communicable Disease
Control, Safety and Quality and Health
Promotion.

Kevin is Director of Public Health within the
Department for Health and Ageing. He is also
Associate Professor (adjunct) at Flinders
University and holds a Doctor of Philosophy in
neurophysiology from the University of Sussex
in the UK.

Stephen studied Medicine at the University of
Sydney and went on to complete further
studies in Public Health in 1996, also at
Sydney University. He has worked as a
medical practitioner and manager in rural,
public health and community settings.
Before joining SA Health in 2008, he was the
chief executive officer of three different area
health services in New South Wales over
twelve years.

Kevin’s professional background is in
regulatory toxicology and health risk
assessment, although he has pursued a
career in public health administration and
leadership over the last 15 years, working at
both State and Federal government levels.
His current role involves managing public
health services in South Australia, including
legislation, health protection services, health
risk assessment and management, and food
policy and regulation.
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Members with public health experience at the Local Government level

Mr Declan Moore

Cr Susan Lonie (deputy)

Declan is Deputy Chief Executive Officer with
the City of West Torrens and has held senior
management roles across the Education,
Health, Consulting and Local Government
sectors in South Australia, and was an Elected
Member with the City of Salisbury.

Susan Lonie is a Councillor at the City of
Holdfast Bay. She holds Degrees in Law and
Nursing and is currently contracted as an
Investigative Officer in Conduct within the
notification section of the Australian Health
Practitioners Regulation Agency (SA).

He holds formal qualifications in disability
nursing, speech pathology, business, health
management and human resources; and is an
associate fellow of the Australasian College of
Health Service Management, a member of the
Institute of Public Administration Australia and
a member of Local Government Managers
Australia.

Formerly she practised as an Intensive Care
Nurse and most recently the Clinical Risk
Manager for the Southern Area of the
Adelaide Health Service. She has been part of
the management committee of a local ‘Meals
on Wheels’ branch and sits on the Board of
the Glenelg Community Hospital and the
Management Committee of Alwyndor Nursing
Home.

7

Members with public health experience at the Local Government level (continued)

Dr Michael Henningsen

Cr Jillian Whittaker (deputy)

Michael was a member of the former Public
and Environmental Health Council. He is a
Councillor for the City of Adelaide and senior
visiting surgeon at Flinders Medical Centre
and the Repatriation General Hospital.

Jillian is deputy mayor of the City of
Campbelltown. She is a former
Commonwealth public servant managing
multiple programs for Aboriginal people,
migrants, sole parents, disabled children in
childcare and youth.
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Members with qualifications and experience in public health

Dr Chris Reynolds

Dr Katina D'Onise (deputy)

Chris is a lawyer with a PhD in public health
and is the author of 3 books on public health
law. He has taught law and public health at
South Australian and interstate universities
and has also advised the Commonwealth and
States on public and environmental health law
and policy, including in the areas of tobacco
control, HIV, drug policy and food regulation.
Chris has also been involved extensively in
the development of new public health law in a
number of States and has also been an
advisor to the SA Environment Protection
Authority. In 2010 he was a member of the
national inquiry into food labelling.

Katina is a Public Health Physician and
General Practitioner with a PhD in the public
health benefits of early childhood education.
She has worked in Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander health, communicable disease
control, injury control and in the South
Australian Cancer Registry and has an interest
in chronic disease epidemiology.
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Members with qualifications and experience in public health (continued)

Professor Robyn McDermott

Dr Lester Wright (deputy)

Robyn is Director, SA NT Data Link and Chair
in Public Health, Sansom Institute for Health
Research, University of South Australia. She
has diverse experience in public health
including researching communicable disease
prevention, undertaking public health research
within disadvantaged communities, developing
chronic disease prevention and management
strategy and establishing public health
surveillance systems.

Les is a physician certified in public
health/preventive medicine with MD from
Loma Linda University in California and MPH
in Health Systems from Harvard University. He
is Associate Professor (Adjunct) at University
of Adelaide where he has taught health policy
since immigrating to South Australia.
His career has included senior positions in
public health administration at local and state
levels, international health, and corrections
health. He served as Deputy Commissioner of
Health for Health Policy in the US state of
Virginia and Deputy Commissioner of
Corrections/Chief Medical Officer for New
York State Department of Correctional
Services. He has consulted on HIV prevention
and child survival and has held faculty
positions at several universities.
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Member with qualifications and experience in public health nominated by
Environmental Health Australia (South Australia) Incorporated

Ms Susan Bennett

Mrs Rebekah Schubert (deputy)

Susan is the current President of
Environmental Health Australia (SA)
Incorporated and National Director of the
Environmental Health Australia (EHA) Board.

Rebekah was a deputy member of the former
Public and Environmental Health Council.
She is the Manager Community and
Environmental Health for the City of Port
Adelaide Enfield and is a board member of
Environmental Health Australia (SA)
Incorporated.

EHA represents and advocates for the
Environmental Health profession both in South
Australia and nationally.
Susan has 10 years of experience in
Environmental Health within Local and State
Government and has further qualifications and
experience in Occupational Health and Safety.

Rebekah has 9 years of experience in
Environmental Health in Local Government.
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Member with experience in the administration of environment protection laws

Ms Susan Churchman

Mr Peter Dolan (deputy)

Susan Churchman was appointed for her
experience in the administration of
environment protection laws or strategies. She
has worked in the environment portfolio for 10
years, most recently as a senior executive in
the Environment Protection Authority. She has
also held senior positions in a number of other
SA Government agencies, including the Legal
Services Commission, Transport Department
and Cabinet Office.

Peter is the Director, Science and Assessment
Division for the Environment Protection
Authority. He has held a variety of executive
and management positions in pollution
avoidance, strategy and environment
improvement.

Susan has a B.A. (hons) degree from the
Australian National University and a Bachelor
of Laws from University of New South Wales
and is admitted as a legal practitioner in South
Australia.

Peter holds qualifications in Chemistry and
Microbiology and is a former Scientific Officer
in the Department of Environment and
Planning and the South Australian Health
Commission.
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Member with experience in the field of health promotion

Ms Terri Lamoree

Ms Christine Morris (deputy)

Terri has worked in the areas of recreation
and sport, local and state government and
health promotion since arriving in Australia
from the US in the late 80’s. While initially
employed as a coach at the SA Sports
Institute, Terri found her roles in sport and
recreation quickly expanded to include a
liaison position with Local Government, policy
roles and ultimately with a role as the
Executive Officer to the State Physical Activity
Council and Ministerial Physical Activity Forum
in the 90’s.

Christine is the Director of Health Promotion
for SA Dental Service. She has a Masters of
Public Health and Degree in Social Science
and has worked in a range of positions
including ten years in tobacco control with the
Cancer Council.

With a background in human movement and
physical activity Terri accepted a secondment
to the Health Promotion Branch in 2006 to
assist in the development and early stages of
the Obesity Prevention and Lifestyle (OPAL)
Program currently being delivered by SA
Health with 20 Local Government sites across
South Australia. Terri is currently the OPAL
Manager at the City of West Torrens.

In 1997 Christine was awarded a Churchill
Fellowship to travel to the USA and Canada to
investigate peer programs in tobacco control.
In 2007 she was awarded the Central
Adelaide Health Service Chairman’s award to
travel to Canada to present at the International
Union Health Promotion and Education
Conference.
She was the Vice President of the Public
Health Association of Australia (PHAA) and is
currently on the PHAA SA branch executive.
She is a member of the National Oral Health
Promotion Steering Group and the Australian
Health Promotion Association.
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Member with experience in the prevention of communicable disease

Dr Ann Koehler

Dr Doug Shaw (deputy)

Ann is the Director of the Communicable
Disease Control Branch, Department for
Health and Ageing. She has postgraduate
qualifications in pathology (clinical
microbiology) and public health.

Doug is qualified as a Public Health Physician
and General Practitioner and is currently a
Medical Consultant within the Communicable
Disease Control Branch, Department of Health
and Ageing. He has extensive international,
national and local experience in public health
and communicable disease.

Ann has worked in medicine internationally,
interstate, and in Adelaide and has been a
medical consultant in the Communicable
Disease Control Branch since 2004.

Doug is also the Chair of the SA Regional
Committee, Australasian Faculty of Public
Health Medicine (for 2012-1013).
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Member with experience in non‐government community
sector activities relevant to public health

Associate Professor Amanda Rischbieth

Ms Wendy Keech (deputy)

Amanda has over 29 years of experience in
health. Following many years of medical
retrieval team work, Amanda led the
commission and then senior management of
an intensive care unit for over 10 years before
moving to clinical research, corporate and
health executive advisory roles, and company
directorships in parallel.

Wendy is the Director of Cardiovascular
Health at the Heart Foundation in SA.
Nationally she chairs the Heart Foundations
Warning Signs of Heart Attack Strategy and in
South Australia she chairs both the Cardiology
Clinical Network Prevention and Rehabilitation
workgroup and the SA Active Living Coalition.
She has specialised in the promotion of
physical activity and healthy eating, tobacco
control, skin cancer prevention and heart
health.

Amanda’s directorships have included 11
years on the National Heart Foundation SA
board, 4 years National President of the
Australian College of Critical Care Nurses, and
2 years on both the Leaders Institute of South
Australia board and the Australian Organ and
Tissue Authority Advisory Council.
Amanda completed her doctorate (PhD) in
2007 and in 2011 she received an Australian
Institute of Company Directors Board Diversity
Scholarship. Amanda is the current Chief
Executive of the Heart Foundation in South
Australia.

Career highlights include leading the “I wish I
could have my heart attack again campaign”
nationally and convening the SA Walking
Summit and subsequent activities to build the
profile of walking. She has helped advocate
for legislative changes to create smoke free
zones and has secured funding to ensure all
heart patients receive standard materials on
discharge. Additionally she has played a key
role in developing the new Model of care for
Cardiac Rehabilitation.
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Meetings
The inaugural meeting of SAPHC was held on 30 April 2012. The meeting was primarily an
induction and orientation session for members and deputy members on the functions of
SAPHC and the operation of the Act. A fact sheet on the functions and composition of
SAPHC, its reporting requirements and matters upon which it is to be consulted was tabled
for members and deputy members, appendix 2.
Members were provided with background information on the previous Public and
Environmental Health Council (PEHC) established under the Public and Environmental
Health Act 1987 (PEHA) which is replaced by the South Australian Public Health Act 2011.
The PEHC met on a bimonthly basis and had an operational focus. Under the PEHA,
appeals were heard and determined by a review committee consisting of members of the
PEHC.
The SAPHC will have a more strategic and advisory role. Reviews and Appeals will be dealt
with by a Public Health Review Panel constituted under section 95 of the South Australian
Public Health Act 2011.
SAPHC determined to convene four meetings per annum, and to theme meetings along the
functions of SAPHC (section 31) particularly during the implementation phase of the Act.
The next meeting is planned to be held in July 2012 with a focus on the preparation of the
State Public Health Plan, followed by a meeting in October 2012 with a focus on workforce
(qualifications and strategies for workforce development) followed by a meeting in JanuaryFebruary 2013 to consider programs to promote public health research in the State.

Correspondence
SAPHC received correspondence from the Minister for Health and Ageing seeking
identification of relevant synergies between the work of SAPHC and the achievement of the
Governments seven strategic priorities.
In its response the SAPHC noted that the purpose of the South Australian Public Health Act
2011 is congruent with the new strategic directions of Government and is most closely
aligned with the Safe Communities Healthy Neighbourhoods priority. This alignment was
explicitly recognised in His Excellency the governor’s speech to the Fifty-Second Parliament
at the opening of its second sitting, where he referred to public health planning as a specific
driver of the Safe Communities Healthy Neighbourhoods agenda.
Public Health planning at the State and Local Government level is a key feature of the new
Act.
SAPHC also noted that there is already substantial activity in this area undertaken by local
councils on behalf of their local communities. The announcement of this new priority will
enable greater cohesion and collaboration between State and Local Government actions
and the public health planning framework will assist by providing a clear coordination
mechanism.
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State Public Health Plan
The Act establishes provisions for the development of a State Public Health Plan by the
Minister, Regional Public Health Plans by local councils, and biennial reporting to the
Minister and Parliament by the Chief Public Health Officer.
The Chief Public Health Officer is assisted in the performance of this role by SAPHC whose
functions include:
31(a) to assist and advise the Chief Public Health Officer in relation to(ii) the development and maintenance of a system of strategic planning for
public health at the local, regional and State-wide levels; and
(iii) the development of health plans under this Act
SAPHC received a presentation on the development of the inaugural State Public Health
Plan. A proposal was tabled which could be used to establish a data set to inform public
health planning and reporting along with a draft concept paper for the State Public Health
Plan.
It is expected that the inaugural State Public Health Plan will be produced for public
consultation by the end of 2012.

State Public Health Policy Proposal
The Act provides for the preparation of State Public Health Policies by the Minister that
relate to an area of public health in the State. Section 53(2) provides that a policy may:
(a) specify matters that are to be taken to constitute risks to public health for the
purposes of this Act;
(b) specify the scope of the duty under Part 6 in specified cases or circumstances
(including so as to specify that a breach of the policy will be taken to be a breach
of that duty);
(c) set out or establish standards that are to apply to any activity, condition,
equipment or circumstance in order to prevent or manage a risk to public health;
(d) provide for other measures or matters that are relevant to promoting or achieving
an improvement in public health in the State.
SAPHC received a report on the preparation of draft policies and associated guidelines
being developed to assist authorised officers deal with the public health risks associated with
severe domestic squalor and residue from clandestine drug laboratories.

Guidelines for consultation
The Act provides for the Minister to prepare or adopt guidelines that relate to the application
of the principles (sections 6 to 14) and with respect to a particular matter or matters.
Consultation with Local Government, Environmental Health Australia, and other key
stakeholders during the Acts preparation highlighted the need for guidance material on the
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consistent application of new features such as the general duty, notice making powers and
offence provisions.
SAPHC received draft guidelines on the principles, general duty, order making powers and
offence provisions for consultation. These guidance materials are being finalised to coincide
with the commencement of the third Tranche of the Act which brings into operation the
powers of authorised officers, the general duty, notice making provisions and public health
offences.

Legislation that impacts on the role of SAPHC
SAPHC sought a list of the principal legislation that impacts on the role of the Council, a
listing is provided in appendix 2.

SAPHC Meeting Summaries
Following each meeting of the South Australian Public Health Council, a key outcome
summary covering issues, decisions, actions, recommendations and follow-up is produced
and published on the SA Health website www.sahealth.sa.gov.au to inform the Minister,
Local Government and other interested parties of the SAPHC’s activities.

Future plans
SAPHC has planned its meetings around its statutory functions which are to assist the Chief
Public Health Officer in relation to the protection and promotion of public health. In particular
meetings are planned around:






The development and maintenance of a system of strategic planning for public
health, section 31(a)(ii)&(iii)
Strategies to ensure that a sufficiently trained and skilled workforce is in place,
section 31(a)(iv)
Programs to promote public health research in the State, section 31(a)(v)
Biennial reporting by Chief Public Health Officer, section 31(a)(vi), and
Setting of standards and qualifications for authorised officers, section 31(a)vii)

Committees and subcommittees
Nil

Delegations
Nil
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Annual Report
This report of the SAPHC for the year ending 30 June 2012 is provided pursuant to section
35 of the Act.
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SAPHC Fact Sheet
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South Australian Public Health Legislation

APPENDIX 1

SAPHC meeting 1 - 30 Apr 2012, Action item 1-7.2:
A list of the principal legislation that impacts on the role of the South Australian Public Health
Council will be provided to members and deputy members at the next meeting.
Principal legislation:
(Assigned to the Minister for Health and Ageing and the Minister for Mental Health and Substance
Abuse, administered by the Department for Health and Ageing and Local Government)
South Australian Public Health Act 2011
Public and Environmental Health Act 1987
Public and Environmental Health (General) Regulations 2006
Public and Environmental Health (Legionella) Regulations 2008
Public and Environmental Health (Notifiable Disease) Regulations 2004
Public and Environmental Health (Waste Control) Regulations 2010
Public and Environmental Health (Cervical and Related Cancer Screening) Regulations 2006
Food Act 2001
Food Regulations 2002
Safe Drinking Water Act 2011
Controlled Substances Act 1984
Controlled Substances (Pesticides) Regulations 2003
Controlled Substances (Poisons) Regulations 2011
Controlled Substances (Controlled Drugs, Precursors and Plants) Regulations 2000
Tobacco Products Regulation Act 1997
Tobacco Products Regulations 2004

Related legislation:
(Assigned to the Minister for Communities and Social Inclusion administered by the Department for
Communities and Social Inclusion (DCSI) and Local Government)
Supported Residential Facilities Act 1992
Supported Residential Facilities Regulations 2009
(Assigned to the Minister for Sustainability, Environment and Conservation administered by the
Environment Protection Authority)
Environment Protection Act 1993
(Assigned to the Minister for Agriculture, Food and Fisheries administered by the Department of
Primary Industries and Regions SA)
Primary Produce (Food Safety Schemes) Act 2004

SAPHC Fact sheet

APPENDIX 2

South Australian Public Health
Council (SAPHC)
The South Australian Public Health Council (SAPHC) is the successor body to the Public and
Environmental Health Council established under the Public and Environmental Health Act 1987
which is replaced by the South Australian Public Health Act 2011 (the Act)

General:
SAPHC must have regard to, and seek to
further, the objects of the Act (section 4(2)).

Minister or the Chief Public Health
Officer.

Consultation:
The Act requires consultation with SAPHC
on certain matters, in particular:

Functions:
The functions of SAPHC are set out in
Division 3, section 31 of the Act and
include:
(a) to assist and advise the Chief Public
Health Officer in relation to:
(i)
(ii)

the protection and promotion of
public health; and
the development and maintenance of
a system of strategic planning for
public health at the local, regional
and State-wide levels; and

(iii) the development of health plans
under this Act; and
(iv) strategies to ensure that a sufficiently
trained and skilled workforce is in
place for the purposes of this Act;
and
(v) programs to promote public health
research in the State; and
(vi) the preparation of the biennial report
under Division 2; and
(vii) the settings of standards and
qualifications for authorised officers;
and
(b) any other functions assigned to the
South Australian Public Health Council
by this or any other Act or by the

 the preparation of any guidelines
prepared or adopted that relate to the
application of the principles of the Act
(section 15(2))
 a proposal of the Chief Public Health
Officer to exercise any power conferred
on a council under the Act (section 40)
 a proposal of the Minister to direct a
council to perform a function under the
Act (section 41)
 a request from a council that a function
of the council under the Act be
performed by the Chief Public Health
Officer (section 42)
 the proposal to create or amend the
State Public Health Plan (section 50(7))
 the preparation of guidelines to assist
councils in the preparation of Regional
Public Health Plans (section 51(6))
 the Chief Public Health Officer may refer
a Regional Public Health Plan to SAPHC
for consultation (section 51(14))
 any proposal to create or amend a State
Public Health Policy (section 54)

Annual Report:
The SAPHC must provide a report to the
Minister each annum on its activities for the
financial year. This report is laid before

both Houses of Parliament by the Minister
(section 35).

The Minister may also require SAPHC as a
designated authority to provide a report on
any matter relevant to the administration or
operation of the Act (section 18(2)).

Composition of SAPHC:
(1) SAPHC consists of—
(a) the Chief Public Health Officer ex
officio (who will be the presiding
member); and
(b) 9 other members appointed by the
Governor on the nomination of the
Minister, of whom—
(i)

2 must have experience in local
government selected by the
Minister from a panel of 5
nominated by the LGA; and

(ii)

1 must have qualifications in
public health and experience in
the administration of public health
at the local government level
selected by the Minister from a
panel of 5 nominated by
Environmental Health Australia
(South Australia) Incorporated;
and

(iii) 2 must be persons nominated by
the Minister who have
qualifications in public health; and
(iv) 1 must have experience in the
administration of environment
protection laws or strategies or in
environmental management,
selected by the Minister from a
panel of 5 nominated by the
Presiding Member of the Board of
the Environment Protection
Authority; and
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(v) 1 must be a person nominated by
the Minister who has experience
in the field of health promotion;
and
(vi) 1 must be a person nominated by
the Minister who has experience
in the prevention and control of
communicable diseases; and
(vii) 1 must be a person nominated by
the Minister who has experience
in non government community
sector activities relevant to public
health

Review Panel:
A Review Panel may be constituted under
section 95 where a person to whom a
notice has been issued applies for a review
of the notice under this section. A review
panel is constituted by the Chief Public
Health Officer and 2 members (including
deputy members) of SAPHC and any other
person/s selected by the Chief Public
Health Officer.

Immunity:
No personal liability attaches to a member
of a body (including SAPHC) constituted
under the Act for an honest act or omission
in the performance, exercise or discharge,
or purported performance, exercise or
discharge, of a function, power or duty
under the Act (section 102).

Protection for liability:
As a designated authority failure to perform
a function under the Act, or a breach of a
duty imposed under the Act, does not give
rise to any civil liability (section 103).

